Private Health Insurance Membership and Coverage

Hospital Treatment Coverage (insured persons as % of population)
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Medibank began on 1 July 1975. A
program of universal, non contributory,

Hospital Treatment Coverage (insured persons)

Commonwealth medical benefits at 30% flat
rate restricted to those with at least basic
medical cover from September 1981
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Introduction of Life Time
Health Cover from 1 July
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persons from 1 April 2005
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31 October 2008. Increase in
MLS income thresholds,

ijject to annual adjustment.

Introduction of
30% Rebate from
1 January 1999

Introduction of Medicare
4 from 1 February 1984

1 July 1997. A Medicare Levy
Surcharge (MLS) of 1% of
taxable income is introduced for

health insurance it replaced a system of
government subsidised voluntary health
insurance.

higher income earners who do
not take out private health
insurance
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